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UNDERSTANDING HOW 
ZONING SHAPES OUR 
COMMUNITIES

 Zoning is the process of dividing 

land in a municipality into zones in 

which certain land uses are 

permitted or prohibited.

 Purpose: To regulate land use, 

promote orderly growth, and 

separate incompatible uses.

 It helps to protect property values 

and ensure health and safety.



ZONING’S FUNCTION



TYPES OF ZONING

Residential (R): 

Housing like single-family, apartments, condos.

Commercial (B):

Retail, offices, restaurants.

Industrial (I): 

Warehouses, assembly, factories.

Mixed-Use (MU):

Combines residential, commercial, etc.

Open Space (OS): 

Parks, nature preserves.

Planner Unit Development (PUD):

A unified development designed over a single or multiple parcels. 
Typically including multi-family residential and/or a mix of uses.



KEY GOALS OF THE 

ZONING REWRITE

The City of Saginaw’s Master Plan sets forth 
several important goals:

 Improve neighborhood stability

• Allow for greater variety in building types

 Enhance sense of place

• Encourage the mixing of compatible uses

 Strengthen community viability

• Promoting flexibility to encourage the 
redevelopment of vacant and 
underutilized land and buildings

 Create a clear, transparent and accessible 
code



COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT AND 
ZONING REWRITE

Regular Steering Committee 
Meetings

Public Workshops

Survey Updates

Open House



CHANGES TO 

THE 

ORDINANCE

THAT MAY 

AFFECT YOU.

 Added Accessory Dwelling Units 

(ADU’s) w/ owner-occupancy 

requirement.

 New Mixed Use Zones (MU-1 to 

MU-4) replace previous “Form-

Based Riverfront Zones.

 Expanded the Form Based Mixed 

Use Zones in portions of the City.

 Allow greater flexibility; Planning 

Commission cite findings to grant 

relief.

 Reduction in minimum residential 

floor area from 864 sf to 600 sf.

❖ Tiny Homes Discussion



Any questions or 

thoughts?



Saginaw Zoning 
Ordinance

April 9, 2025



What is Zoning?

• Consists of text and a map.

• Regulations are aligned with 

the 2022 Master Plan. The 

Master Plan establishes the 

City’s vision for development.

• Balance between private 

property rights and community 

development goals.

The rules and regulations overseeing new development. 

Zoning divides the city into different areas or “zones” 

with specific regulations on how each zone can be used 

and developed.

 



Zoning Can Be Frustrating

• Often hosted on clunky 

websites with thousands 

of buried regulations 

• Illogical headers and 

conflicting regulations are 

common

• May be difficult to 

understand and interpret 

consistently

 







Find Your District



See Where Your Use Can Go



Organization

• Article 1: Purpose and Intent

• Article 2: Definitions

• Article 3: Zoning Districts

• Article 4: Use Standards

• Article 5: Site Standards

• Article 6: Development Procedures

• Article 7: Administration and enforcement



Purpose and 
Intent

• Establishes purpose of 

ordinance

• Serves as guide for 

decision-making



Definitions



Zoning 
Districts



Use Standards



Site Standards



Development Procedures



Administration and 
Enforcement



Try it out!



Key Policy Changes
• Accessory dwelling units as permitted uses in several districts

• Elimination of the Office District

• Updates to the Mixed-use District form-based code, including updates to 

the building types and dimensional standards

• Additional flexibility and review standards to support the Planned Unit 

Development tool

• New standards for signs, landscaping, off-street parking, and waste 

management (dumpster enclosures)

• Administrative oversight/ review power over most non-discretionary 

requests

• Clarify processes for Zoning Board of Appeals (previously Board of Zoning 

Appeals) and Nonconformities

 



See the draft interactive map here: City of Saginaw ClearZoning

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fexperience.arcgis.com%2fexperience%2f0a2213c8347048778f060c7aad57a12c&c=E,1,gQ_cdbaEDggshjgYCphAZPYOZKa2GjRUXtna-zidn9NIjE9BUycD1YSTJLG_VtsZH70ouLg1Jou3QkYOP5fFb_PiI4C5a4J-DGFVOdtJhxXG5wQyraS9HruOsg,,&typo=1
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